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RBA AH xxvi. 74. And bart 
of the 15 Verſe. 


W xs 4. As for me, Bebold I 
amin - Hand, do with me as 
 ſeemeth good and meet unto you. 
Ver 15. But know ye for cer- 
ain, that iſ ye put me to Death, 
95 ſhall ſurely bring innocent 
Blood upon your ſelves, and 
upon this City, and 1 the 
- nhabirams thereof. 


T HEN the Prophet he- 
/ remiab had faithfully 
executed the Commiſ- 
ſion Almighty. God 
nave tcp at he Beginning of this Chap- 
I ter, exhorting the People of Judah to 
I turn from their evil Ways, and threat- 

I ning them, upon their Refuſal toheark- 
en to his e Aheflane with a moſt certain 
mag: mma Jy" we are told at 


R 5 N 
* 1 
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CS 
the 8th and 9th Verſes, That the Prieſts 
and the-Prophets, and all the People took 
| him, ſaying, I hou ſhalt ſurely die, Why haſt 
1 thou propheſy'd in the Name of the Lord,. 
F ſaying, I his Houſe ſhall be like Shiloh, | 
and this City ſhall be deſolate without an | | 
Inhabitant. „ | 
Now under this ſevere Uſage, the 
harmleſs Prophet betakes himſelf to no 
kind of Artifice for evading the threat- | « 
ned Danger to his Life; but bravely | ! 
ſtands to what he had ſaid, re-aflerts | -. 
his divine Commiſſion in the Words || 
immediately after the Text; For of || | 
a Truth the Lord bath ſent me to ſpeak || « 
all theſe Words in your Ears, and ſtill l 
urges them to conſider, and amend their 
| Ways and their Doings, giving them Afſ- || 
ſurance, that upon obeying the Voice of || 1 
\ 
| 
( 
] 


' the Lord their God be would repent him 

o the evil he had pronounced againſt them. 

But as for the Danger he was in him- 
ſelf, he ſeems to have no regard to 

it, as deſerving rather his Contempt, 
than any ſerious Concern. He knew 


before the Houſe of Lords, Jan, 30. 3 
TI 


oy well by whoſe Authority he had 


acted in this Affair, and that conſe- 


% 
x 


_ quently his Cauſe was good, and that 
his Sufferings for it could be ſuffici- 


ently recompenſed by him who ſent 


him, if they ſhould go on to execute 
what their Malice had threatned ; 


and therefore he makes no cowardly 


Plea for his Life, but ſhews an un- 
daunted Readineſs to ſubmit to the 
very worſt they could do to him: 


But foreſeeing that the Cruelty they 


might exerciſe upon him, would at 


laſt fall moſt heavily upon the Authors 


of it, his greateſt Concern was, if it 
were poſſible, to prevent their aggra- 


vating the Puniſhment of their other 
Sins, by the additional Load of ſhed- 


ing his innocent Blood ; and therefore 


with a truly great and charitable Spi- 


rit, becoming a Meſſenger of that 


2 


God who is Love, and the Father of 


Mercies, he addrefles himſelf to them 


me, Bebold I am in aur Hand, do with 
I B 2 me 


in the Words of the Text. As for 
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me a ſeemetth good and meet uno 


But kiow he ſor certain, that ue | 
fo- Death 2 ſhall furely bring innocent 


Blads upon your ſelues, and upon this 7 
and n the Inhabitants thereaf. © 


Prem which Words thus s briefly ex- 


phined to you: I ſhall, 


1 Raiſe fonie proper ene 
eaſily to be taken Notice of in 


them. And then, N e 


u. Endeavour to ſhine: you how 


pen th may be applied to the 
mournful Occaſion of this IE. 


H umiliation. 


The Gbr bitions I ſhall raiſe from 
the Words are theſe thre:;; 
. Firſt, That when Men have cafe 
off a due Fear and Reverence of Al- 
mighty God, and his Laws, they are 
very apt to fall into Acts of Unmer- 
cit, and even _ oO 


[ing of innocent Blood is ſo p 
| a Sin in the Si ght of God, th 1 55 
for Vesgeente not only on the imme: 


ot ore the Houſe of Lords, Jan. 30. 3 -” 


Secondly, That on the other Hand, 


| Innocency, and a Conſciouſneſs of i it, N 
gives a 


an à Spirit of Meekneſs, 
and yet an Intrepidity and Conſtancy 
of Mind, under the greateſt Dangers | 


- from ſuch unmerciful Men. 


wn birdly and Lift, That the ſhied- 


at it calls 


diate Actors in it, but on the whole 
Society to which ivy. belong. And, 
Firſt, Tobſervefrom che Work before 


lus, That when Men have caſt off a due 
Fear and Reverence of Almighty God, 


and his Laws, they are very apt to fall 
into Ace of Unmercifulneſs, and e- 
Cruelty towards their Neighbours. : 
The whole Houſe of ' Jullab was at 
this Time arrived to a very high Pitch 
of Wickedneſs and Rebellion againſt - 
God, and it muſt not be diſſembled, 
that ſome at leaſt of thoſe who ſhould 


have been Examples-as well as 1 ach- 


ers of ns ee but too 


1 deeply 
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deeply engaged in the common Intec- 
tion and Guilt. The Land, (as it is 
ſaid in the 23d Chapter of this] 4 
ec 10, II.) was full o te⸗ 
on 25 becauſe of —— 
both Prophet and Prieſt were grown 
Lane, yea in my Houſe I have found - 
Wickedneſs, ſaith the Ind, A fad 
State of Things indeed! nor does a- 
ny Nation ever fall into it but by De- 
grees; and when Men are once grown 
habituated to, and become hardned 
in the Practice of Iniquity, they fre- 
quently loſe all the Tenderneſs of hu- 
mane Nature, and become more bar- 
barous and ſavage than the roaring Li- 
ons, or the evening Wolves, Zeph. 3. 2. 
What could be more inhumane and 
cruel, than to reſolve upon putting 


to Death (as in the Caſe before us) an 


innocent Perſon, for no other Reaſon 


but becauſe he told them the Truth, 
and endeavoured to dothem the great t 
eſt Good they were capable of recei- 
ving at that Time; they do not ſeem 
N | to 


before the Houſe of Lords, Jan. 20. 7 
to doubt of the Truth of his Commiſ- 


fion from God, or inclined to puniſh 


himas a falſe Prophet or an Impoſtor, 
but they did not like his Meflage ; it 
upbraided them with their Sins, it 
pricked them to the Heart, and ſtung 


them to the Quick; their guiltx 


Conſciences applied the Sentence pro- 


nounced with too ſtrong an Emphaſis 


to them, and blew them up into a 
Rage, which, it ſeems, nothing could 
ſatisfy, but the Blood of their faith- 
ful Reprover. It was not enough for 


them to flight the Meſſage ſent from 


God, to deſpiſe the Exhortation, and 
defy the Terrors of the Lord, but 
the innocent Prophet muſt pay dear 
too for diſturbing them 1n their finful 
Enjoyments, with his ungrateful Meſ- 
ſages. Such was the Temper at that 
Time of this unhappy People, and it 
continued with them to the laſt. For 
it is remarkable to this Purpoſe what 


their own Hiſtorian has obſerved of 


them, at the Time of their final De- 
— ſtruction, 
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fſtruction, viz, I hat having violated all 
tte Laws of Nature, diſbonoured 
God. by the Pallene 7 their Ijuſtice 
toward Man, there was no good Alection 
ff Mind ſo utterly poſi e m them, 
es. that of Mercy *. And this indeed i is 
but too often the Diſpoſition of other 
People laden with Iniquity, eſpeci- 
ally towards ſuch as endeavour their 
Couverſion and Amendment. Nor is 


it at all ſurprizing, that a long Courſe 


of finning ſhould have this dreadful 
Effect upon the Minds of thoſe. who 
are . 45 by it; for Sin long conti- 
nued in, muſt prove at laſt the Deſtru- 
ag of. all that Im ge of God, in 
Man Was at firſt created; 
which, univerſal Love and Good- wil 
are the brighteſt Rays, as they are the 
# A. amable Perfeetions in God Nun 
But 7 this, there is * the 


moſt part that Pride and Selfiſnneſs in 

2 hardned 1 e ich renders him 

» RA {s 5 bhi 214542 1 — 281 * 4 < we” — bd C 
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0, Joſeph de Bello Judaico, Lib, 4. Cap. 6, 
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perfectly uncapable of any Regard for, 
6 Lend rel towards TER. 5 He 
thinks himſelf made wholly for him- 
elf, and in that miſtaken View of 
11 his Circumſtances, concludes that e- 
very Thing elſe muſt bow down before 
him, and patiently miniſter to his 
Profit or Pleaſure, or ſometimes, meer 


# 


Humour. | | 
rf The Second Obſervation I raiſed 
urſe] from the Words was this, That on 
the other hand, Innocency, and a 
Conſciouſneſs of it, gives a Man a 
wo Spirit of Meekneſs, and yet an Intte- 
ru pidity and Conſtancy of Mind, under 
ö the greateſt Dangers from ſuch un- 
off merciful Men. How boldly, and yet 
will without Paſſion, does the Prophet ex- 
preſs himſelf in the Words of the 

im- Text, not knowing at the ſame Time 
dot that they might be his laſt. As 
the] for me, Behold, ſays he, I am in your 
$ 11 Hand, do with me as ſeemeth good and 
meet uno you. Whence could this Un- 
per- dauntedneſs of Behaviour and Speech 
e Pro- 


— 


proceed, but from a clean Conſcience, 
and an upright Heart, fearleſs of the 
Wrath of Man, while: ſecure of the 
Favour of God? True, he was in their 
Hands, but he knew very well, that 
the ſame God who had opened bis 
Mouth, could tie up their Hands, if 
he thought fit, as the Event ſhews he 
did; or if he did not, he was ſupport- 
ed with ths nt his own In- 
tegrity, and fully perſwaded, that if 
he die not live the Coats yet he 
ſhould. certainly die the Martyr of In- 
nocence and Truth. He had but too 
himſelf and his Life upon what they 
effect, but offering himſelf up as a Sa- 
crifice to their Rage; for their Thoughts 
of what was good and meet, he knew, 
were not like his, any more than their 
Ways were like bis, and yet he ſcrupled 
not to venture his Life upon this dan- 
gerous Iſſue, reſolving with good Queen 
Lu, If Tri, 1 kel; and un 
55 ; doubtedly 
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doubted ly having his Eye of Teich 


fixed, as Moſes's was, upon the Re- 
com ence of Reward,” —_ 

"hus, though the Wicked W 
10 Man purſueth, yet the Right teous are 
bold as a Lion. Integrity gives a Man 
a Spirit of Wiſdom and Courage, 
which all his Adverfaries cannot gain- 


ſay or reſiſt; it makes his Face to ſbine 


(as St. Stephen's did, like the Face of an 
Angel before his Murderers and would 


confound any but a bardned Sinner, 


and almoſt force him into en 
and Good Nature. 
Many Inſtances in Proof hereof 
might be produced, both from Scrip- 
ture and Heathen Writers: But be- 
cauſe this Day, melancholy as it is 
upon other Accounts, affords us ſuch 
1 Proof of o Coura 
and Reſolution of ſuffering Innoc 
1 the Conduct of our martyr'd ene, 
reign, I will reſerve what might fur- 


ther be Tar ont this Head, till 11 come 
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ſion of our preſent Humiliation: Pro- 
ceed we therefore now to the - _ 
IT bird Obſervation I raiſed from 
the Words, which was this; That 
the ſheding of innocent Blood is ſo 
provoking a Sin in the Sight of God, 
that it calls for Vengeance not only 
upon the immediate Actors in it, but 
on the whole Society to which they ; 
belong. Know ye this far certain, ſays 
Jeremiah, in the Text, that if ye put 
me to Death, ye ſhall ſurely bring inno- 
cent Blood upon your ſelves, and not only 
that, but upon TEA City, and the Inbabitants 
thoreofs: The giving Life and Being 
to Mam at firſt, was an extraordina- 
ry Inſtance of Goodneſs in our great 
Creator, ſince neither his All- ſuffci- 
ency ſtood in need of our Creation, 
nor could meer Nothing merit ſo high 
a Favour front him; but the Methods 
he has from the Beginning took, to 
ſecure that Life to us from Violence 
and Deſtruction, have been no leſs: e 
vident Eroofs, of his 2 Love 


„ 


4.5 
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of, and Providence over us. He has 
hedged it about with all poſlible San- 
ctions of Law, both natural and po- 
ſitive, and bas truſted no 1 Be- 
ing (not even our ſelyes) with the Diſ- 
poſal of it, except the Ma agiſtrate, i in 
ſome Caſes; who may in a g 
Senſe be ſaid. to be the ſame 5 
(while acting as the Ordinance of God. 


for good to us) with God himſelf, 


The inſtituted Puniſhment: of wilful 
Murder aſter the Flood, was no leſs 
than Death, as a juſt Ketaliation for 
ſo unnatural a Crime. Whoſs fbedeth 
Man's Bloood, by Man, ſays God to 1 
ah, ſpall bis Blood be. ſhed, Gen, 9. 


Nay, G was ſo tender of the 1 | 


of Man to preſerve it, that he ſays. 
expreſsly, that he would require it at. 
the Hand f ever Beaſt as. — Man, . 
ver. 5. though their Caſes with re- 
ſpect to Guilt were very different. In 
Nroceſs of Time, as Men grey more 
wicked and malicious, there was a 
* ; of: kying ſtill more | | 


5 ag 


ads 


lar Reſtraints upon their Faſſions, to 
prevent this Sin of Murder; and this 
was done by ſeveral poſitive Laws 
under the Moſazc Diſpenſation; and 
the reſt of the World being equally 

ſenſible of the true value of Life, and 
the Reaſonableneſs of defending it 
from outward Violence, took all 
the Care that was poſſible, in their 
ſeveral Governments, to protect Men 
in this their moſt important Property, 


from the Outrages of cruel and Blood- 


thirſty Sinners. ay ies Aoi 
But that which my Text, and this 
Day call upon us more particularly 


to obſerve, is the ſpreading Malig - 


nancy of this Sin of Murder; the 


Venom of it is ſo ſtrong, as to 


infect the very Air of a Country; 
and the Cry of it ſo loud, as to call 
for Vengeance not only on the Head 
of the Murderer himſelf, but on the 
wbole Society to which he belongs; for 
which Reaſon we find particular Pro- 
viſion made by the Law, that f a 
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in 


Sam . NS 
one mas found ſlam, and no ane knew who 
which was next to the ſlain Man, were to 
waſh their Hands over a Heiſer, that vas 
bebeaded in the Valley, and to purge them- 


ſelves. from the Guilt of Murder, by a 


ſolemn Proteſtation of their Innocency, 
Deut. 21. 3, &c. in a Form of Words 
preſcribed for .that Purpoſe by God 
himſelf, with a Promiſe, that «pon 
doing this, that Blood fhould be forgiven 
them. And the Reaſon which God 
himſelf gives, why he ſeparated fix 
Cities of Refuge in the Land of Cana- 
an, for the Manſlayer, who killed his 
Neighbour 1gnorantly, to flee unto, 
was, that muocent Blood might not be ſhed 
them! Deut. 19. wh I 2 28 
plainly enough, that the ſheding in- 
ae Blood. per become a Hog 
mon Guilt, and expoſe to a common 
Puniſhment. Agreeably to all this 
the Prophet in my Text, puts the 
Priefts and the People in mind, _ 
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the putting ſuch a Perſon, as he was, 
to Death, would bring the Puniſh- 
ment of Murder not only on them- 
ſelves, but on their City, and the Iubabi- 
tants thereof; fo that whither they 
had any Compaſſion for him or no, 
'yet they ought to take care how 
they attempted a thing that would 
involve their City in the Puniſhment 
that muſt follow; for aſſuredly his 
Murder would not go unpumiſh'd, 
but cry aloud for Vengeance, and at 
laſt certainly bring it down upon the 
City, and upon the Inhabitants 3 
for (as it has been frequently obſerved) 
this Sin of Murder (which Philo the 
Je“ very juſtly and elegantly calls, 
Sacrilege, and the very worſt of . Sacri- 
ledge, goes the ſeldomeſt unpuniſh'd 
even in this World of any Sin what- 
ſoever; when it has been committed 
with the greateſt Secrecy, and, in a 
manner, out of the rea h of all poſ- 
Able Diſcovery ; yet how often has it 
VC 

e Philo Judzus, Tag 789; 


before 1 Lords, Jan. 30. E 
at len en brought to light b 
the . Fears, and . Con- 
feſſions of the anderer themſelves? 
Whom the tormenting Senſe of their 
Guilt, would not ſuffer to reſt till 
they had diſcovered their Sin and 
their Shame. Nay, how have the 
very Beaſts ſometimes helped to de- 
te: the more brutifh Man, and ſeem- 
ed, as it were, aſhamed to conceal 
any longer that Crime which be did 
not bluſh to commit ? All which may 
ſerve to convince us, how abominable 
the Sin of Murder i is in the Sight of 
God; how, barely conſidered in it 
ſelf, without any of thoſe Aggravati- 
ons with which it is ſometimes attend 
ed, and was moſt remarkably in the 
Fact of this Day, it bas Malignity 
enough in it to poiſon the moſt health- 
ful Conſtitution of any State or King- | 
dom, and to make even a Land of Ca- 
aan like unto Sodom, and Jeruſalem 1 it 
ſelf, as miſerable as Gomorrah. 
And if theſe Things had been 1 
Wn. . well | 


as A FAS I-S ERM ON 
well conſidered as they ought to have 
been in the Days of our Forecfatbers, 
this would never have been as it now is, 
a Day of Lamentation, and Mourning, 
and Woe tous. Nor would there have 
been any Occaſion to apply the fore- 
going Obſervations in the Manner am 
obliged to do, for the Diſcharge of my 
Duty in this Place, and from the Pro- 
miſe 1 made you at the Beginning of 
this Igbo: fins Zo 
My firſt Obſervation was, That when 
Men have caſt off a due Fear and Re- 
verence of Almighty God, and his 
Laws, they are very apt to fall into 
Acts of Unmercifulneſs, and even Cru- 
elty towards their Neighbours. Now I 
fear we need go no farther than this, 
for the true Cauſe of our Royal Mar- 
tyr's uncommon Sufferings both before 
and on this Day; for what leſs than an 
hardned Diſregard tothe Laws of God, 
could ever have engaged Men, nay, Chri- 
ſtian Men, by Profeſſion at leafi, and Eu- 
gliſs Men, who have in all Ages been fa- 
„FFC mous 
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mous for a ſuper-abundant Meaſure ot 


Clemency and Good - nature, in a Crime 


of ſo deepa Dye as that of this Day was. 


But ſome, perhaps, will be ready to 
ſay upon this Charge, How can it be laid 


to the Murderers of King Charles? were 


they Perſons who had caſt off a due 
Fear and Reverence of Almighty God, 


and his Laws? Were they not, on the 


contrary, zealous for his Glory? did 
they not fight his Battles, and lay claim 
to a Commiſſion from him, to reform 
a wicked and an adulterous Nation? 


Whatever Cruelty therefore they might 


be guilty of, it could not cer aialy in 
them proceed from a Want of! ear and 
Reverence of Almighty God, and his 
Laws. This I know is a Prejudice 
in Favour of thoſe Perſons who mur- 
dered King Charles, that began early, 


and ſtill remains too ſtrongly upon the 


Minds of ſome, even in our Days. But 
for the Removal of it (without enter- 
ing deepinto Matters, which, if it were 
poſſible, ſhould Ly buried in W 


. — 
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Silence) let any impartial Ferſon re- 
collect and obſerve what Manner of 
Perſons in particular, they were who 
had the chief Hand in contriving, and 
at laſt executing the unparalled Muf+ 
der of this Day, and then judge whether 
their outward Appearances of uncom · 
mon Sanctity, can be a ſufficient Skreen 
for them againſt the Charge of being 
hardned through a long Courſe of Sin, 
into a Cruelty of Temper, that vented 
it ſelf at laſt in the barbarous Fact we 
are now lamenting, and which, I own, 
it was ſome Time before even they could 
think of committing. What Miſery and 
Deſolation had they not already brought 
upon their Country by their unreaſona- 
ble Jealouſies, groundleſs Malice, Pride 
and Ambition? By a Spirit of Calum- 
ny and Detraction, and ſuch an obſti- 
nate Averſion to Peace, as could poſſeſs 
the Breaſts of none but thoſe who de- 
light in War? Sins (whatever ſome 
may think of them) no leſs abominable 
in the Sight of God, than thoſe tbey 
| ; *& A & 4 "OM | _ 2 | 12 com- 


but t juf 
the Peace of S 


mplained of ſo heavily, and d perhaps : 
ly ; nor leſs deſtructive to 
ety ; eſpecially when 
_ with an enthuſiaſtick Spirit, and 
rted (as a famous Preacher in 
— — expreſſes it) with the Right- 
band Errors of Zeal; in the Cauſe of God: 
For this indeed was the great Abomi- 
nation then reigning, that the Name 
and the Cauſe of God were ſo ſolemn- | 
ly proſtituted in the Defence of the 
vileſt of Actions. This Nation had ne- 
ver heard or ſeen before ſuch loud Pre- 


tences made to the Purity of Religion, 


and at the ſame Time ſuch direct Vi- 
olations of what is truly ſo, and can 
only be acceptable in the Si git of God. 
Welcome indeed and beautiful would 
have been the Feet of thoſe, who, with 
an upright and honeſt Heart had 
brought us the glad Tidings of | 
formation and Peace. I am far froff of. 
fering to ſay, that there was no Occaſion 
for Ae in almoſt all — 
6 Cc dM 
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22 A FAST-SERMON _ 
and Degrees of Men, in the Church as 
well as in the State, in thoſe Days. 
When a long Proſperity had made the 
Nation in general wanton to an exceſ- 
five Degree, and they who were fo, had 
no reaſon to complain when they were 
pumiſbed for their Sms. But the Ways and 
Meth s then uſed for reforming, were 
not thoſe of our Prophet in the Text, 
nor of our bleſſed Saviour in his Goſ- 
pel. Enthufiaſtick Frenzy and ungo- 
vern'd Zeal can never reſtore ſound Re- 
ligion, nor Sedition and Rebellion ad- 
vance the Glory of God, and the true 
Happineſs of Man. Nor did God e- 
ver (much leſs does he ſo in the Goſpel 
Age) deſire that his Sion ſhould be built 
up with Blood, or his Jeruſalem with Ini- 

quity, Micah 3. 10. But ſuch were the 
Principles, and ſuch the Practices of 


thoſe Men who ſo barbarouſly com- 
pleated all their wicked Schemes in the 
execrable Murder of this Day. The 
Hiſtory of the King's Sufferings under 
their cruel Hands, is too melancholy 
. a 
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a Subject to dwell upon, and too well 
known to need a particular Recital; 
in ſhort, as they were very ſevere in 
tbemſelves, ſo they had all the Aggra- 
vations, that Vertue, Religion, and In- 
nocency on the one Side; Injuſtice, In- 
gratitude, and the height of Inſolence 
on the other, could poſſibly give them. 
But it will be a much more pleaſing En- 
tertainment, to ſee how this excellent 
Prince behaved himſelf under all thoſe 
Indignities and Severities which were 
uſed towards him; and this will be the 
roper Application of m © © 
2 Second Obſervation < That Inno- 
cency, and a Conſciouſneſs of it, gives 
a Man a Spirit of Meekneſs, and yet 
an Intrepidity and Conſtancy of Mind 
under the greateſt Dangers from ſuch 
unmerciful Men. Of which great Truth 
the Martyr of this Day ſeems to me, to 
be the ſtrongeſt Proof theſe latter A- 


ges of the World at leaſt have produced. 


do indeed here take it for granted, 
that King Charles the Firſt was an in- 
© If © won 
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nocent and an upright Man; not 
meaning however thereby that he had a 
perfect Innocency with reſpect to God, 
which he himſelf did not, the Prophet 
in the Text, I dare ſay, did not, nor 
muſt the very beſt of meer Men ever 
lay claim to in this World; nor do I 
mean that he was free from all Miſtakes 
and Miſmanagement in his Govern- 
ment as a King, eſpecially in the Be- 
ginning of his Reign, and for ſome 
Years afterwards, when it muſt be 
owned, many Things were carried 
with too high an hand of Authority, 
and no ſmall Cauſe of Complaint was 
given, by unneceſſary Provocations, 
and wanton Exerciſesof Power ; which 
Grievances were yet in due Time con- 
feſſed and redrefled, as far as was poſ- 
ſible; and ſome of them were ſuch 
as the very beſt of Princes may one 
Time or other be led into, not by 
their own Pravity, but that of others ; 
and it was very hard, that after. ſo 
many gracious Condeſcentions were 
Wl 2 | made 
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made on the Side of the Cron for the 
fake. of Peace, and there was but one 
ſingle Prerogative left to adorn and de- 
fend. it, yet even thut muſt be given up 
200, or elſe 0 e, Tents, ©: Tfrael ; we 
babe no Pam in David, nor bave we any 
Inberitance in the Sm of Jeſſe. Though 
therefore King Charles: had his Failing 
like other Men yet I muſt ſtill aſcribe 
to him, after all, ſuch an Innocency, as 
every:Man may hope that God, thro 
the Merits of Chriſt, will accept o for 
perfect Ri ihteouſneſs; ; ſuch as render- 
ed his — s from Men, in the 
higheſt ne. unmerited, illegal, and 
cruel. But to fave your Time, Iwill 
not, as I ſaid before, enter into a par- 
ticular Proof of this: But ot his un- 
daunted Courage and Reſolution under 
all Trials and Sufferings, and that no- 
thing leſs than a Conſciouſneſs of his 
own Innocency and Integrity could be 
the true Cauſe of it, we may conſider 
theſe following Proofs. He had in the 
Year 1642, ina _ Letter, ex _ 
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— them, bag the g nitant Behiayi 

our of the King from that Time till he 
Dax of his Death, in ſo much that 
ſome have been ſo unkind to him, as 
to impute his cruel Death to his ow 
Obſtinacy, as they are pleaſed to call 
his ſteady Adherence to his Principles, 
with reſpect to the Monarchy . the 
Government of the Church. And from 
hence it came to paſs; that tho' he miſt 
of "LONG 3 Kin wien, 
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D =; ath. wg was: bioBehaciour As 
is Confinement, both towards God 
Ford Man, that if. Aﬀeairs bad not been 
drawn (as he himſelf expreſſes it) to 
very Dregs of Malice, he would i in all 
Likelihood have conquered thoſe in a 
Priſon, whom God, in his unſearcha- 
ble Judgment. 1 not permithe ſhould 
overcome with the moſt gracious Con- 
deſcentions that ever were made from 
the | hrone. - i 5 
It was — chis Timex, that ( from. 
a private Converſation he 'had with 
him) the Principal Actor in his Mur- 
der aſterwards expreſſed his Concern, 
(with an Appearance at leaſt of Since-. 
rity) bow much he had been impoſed upon 


in bus ſiniſter Opinion of toe King, who be 


nom thought was the moſt upright and con- 


JN en the three Fm 
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nocency with his laſt Breath, and ſpent 
_ . moſt of thoſe few Minutes then al- 
lowed him, not iu reproaching, but in 
praying for his Enemies; not in en- 
endeavouring to convince them how 
much they were in the wrong, and in 
ſhewing Wem the right and the good 
Way. He did not indeed juſtify his 
Murderers any more than Job did his 
uncharitable Ffends ; nor did he now 
condenm himſelf, but for what he had 
ſeverely done ſo before; as for thoſe 
Crimes that were laid to his Charge, 
he held faſt his Integrity, and would 
not let it go, nor did his Heart re- 
proach him as long as he lived. He 
will therefore, I hope, be ever eſteem- 
ed by all unprejudiced Perſons, one of 
. the brighteſt Examples our Nation has 
at any Time afforded, of the invincible. 
No Power 
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Power of Innocency and Religion, to 
ſupport a Man under the greateſt Rus | 
ferings from unmerciful Men. . 
My Third and laſt Obſervation upon | 
theſ] preading Malignancy of the Sin of 
wilful Murder, ſhall be applied by way, 
of Exhortation, to confider and bewail 
heartily the heinous Guilt that was on 
this Day brought on our Nation, hy 


ſheding the innocent Blood of our law- 


ful Sovereign, which we are now. met 
together, earneſtly tobeg of God .thatit 


may never be laid to the Charge of us 


or our Poſterity, becauſe there is noSin. 


q fo ſure to entail the divine Vengeance 
on any Nation, as that of ſheding inno- 


ent Blood. And if we had all = juſt 
Sale of this Matter we ought to have 
believe we ſhould be much more u- 
nanimous and ſerious in our Humilia- 
tions this Day, than I fear we are: 
nor ſhould we ſuffer our ſelves to be 


impoſed upon, by a falſe Appearance 


of Charity, where there is no room for 
It. Ia Sips of a flagrant Nature, and 
bearing 
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We hearing the viſſble Marks of a ET 


F Have the Comm Was: 


wy ed good Opinion till they have 
truly Need of them, and 8 full 


Proof that their Repentance is fincere. 
But how few of thoſe concerned in the 


Fact ofthis Day did fo, either living or | 


dying? And when it has brought(whe 
ther deferved ly or no ) an everlaſting 
Reproach,” a perpetual Shame , as the Proz 


phet expreſſes it, Jer. 23: 40. upon our 


Country and our holy Religion, never 
to be forgotten by the Enemies of both, 


what greater Regard can we pay to the 


Honour of both, than by being zealous, 


as far as we honeftly can be, to vindi- 


_ cate them both upon proper Occaſions, 


by ſhewing where the Blame truly lay, 


400 that neither our Country nor our 
Religion, but only a few Miſcreants, 
pretending MI to bethe trueſt Pa- 


triots 
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— the e . — then , 
with a Guilt they did c or do: LDILQ' E 
and thereby to raiſe Heats and Diſ- 
ſentions among aur ſelves, aſter all 
that the Prudence of ous; Governors 8 

has done to keep us in Peges and , 
Frietidſhip with dne another, 3 what 
can, eas be intended, becauſe; it can 
ne a true Diſcpleof.Chrift, 

'Aal ee paar dur Church and 
Nation. What would hope, and _ 
do pray for ts, that we would not a- 
ny of us think tod flightliy af; the 
Guilt of ſheding innocent Blood, 
| much more the innocent Blood. of ſo 
| lawful a Sovereign, and ſo good a 
Chriſtian as the Martyr of this Day 
was. And that if there ſhould be a- 
ny Drop of that ſacred Blood yet un- 
atoned for, we would all in good a | 

ne 
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ol length pardon the ſheding of it, and 
not yiſit it any more upon us, or our 


of God, that he would at 


Poſterity 


I ſhall conchide i in the al ting 
Words of a late learned Prelate 12 and 


Fliſtoriag. ..- 


« Let aur 8 in our our pre 


ſent happy Situation, be to ſerve 
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, and to honour the King ; to 
+ preſerve the eſtabliſhed Church, to 
maintain the legal Indulgenc nce, ta 
promote the Proteſtant Intereſt, to 
_ adorn our Chriſtian Religion, and 


e to live in Peace and Brotherly- 


& Love, and in ſuch mutual Chari- 


LE 5 5 as may on all Sides cover a 


ultitude of Sins. 
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